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SECURITY INFORMATION

DECREE ON PERSONAL IDENTIFICATION PAPERS =~= Warsaw, Dziennik Ustaw,
R7 Oot 51

Item 382, Dziennik Ustaw, No 55, 22 October 1951 - Decree on Personal

Identification Papers

In connectlon with the stabilization of the populaﬁion gtatus and the
rapid economic and cultural development in Poland, it has become necessary
to introduce a uniform system of personal identifications in harmony with
the new conditiona,

A decree on perscnal identification wos passed on 22 October 1951 by
resolution of the Council of Ministers and ratified by the Council of State
according to Article 4 of the Constitutional Law of 19 February 1947 on
the orgenization and sphere of competoncy of the supreme organs of the
Hepublic and the law of 26 May 1951 conserning the authority of the govern-
ment to ilssue decrees with the force of law (Dzilennilc Ustay, No 30, Item 235)

PART I, POSSESSION OF PLRSONAL LDENTIFICATIONS

Articlo 1
Every Polish citizen residing in tho country whe has comploted his

18th yoar muet have porsonal identification papers,
Article 2

o, A person who has not completed his 18th your shall be rogistared
on the personal identification papers of the mother; if the fathor conatitutes
tho sole paternal authority, then, on the personal identification of the
father; in the event that no puternal authority exists, sush person ghall
rogister on the personal identification papers of tho person who supports
him and cares for him, )

b, A person betwoen the ages of 16 and 18 may obtain a temporary
eeprtifieate of identiiy.

o+ A porgon betweon the ages of 16 and 18 who is gainfully omployed,

one who doss nob reside with parents or guardians or eme who doss not remain

under such authority or guardianship must have & temporary certiricate of

identiby.
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Article 3

Personal identificatlon papers shall not be issued to a mental incompetent;
such person shall be reglstered on the porsonal identification papers of his
guardian,

Article 4
A person whose ldentlity or Polish citlzenship is questlonable shall,

recelve a temporary certiflcate of identity instead of personal identificatim

papers,

Articlo 5
a, Personal identification papers and temporary certificates of identliy

shall be tho sols proof of identity and shallibe the only proof of identity

in reporting change of addrsss,

b, Paragraph "a! does not apply to & person not obliged to have persondl !
identlfication papers or a temporary certificate of identity, except in the :
cage of a porson between 16 and 18 yoars of age who has received a temporary

certificate of identity.

Article 6

a, Peraonal identification papers are valid for a poried of 5 years
from date of ilssue,

be A temporary certificate of identity shall bo issued for a poricd of Y
2 yoars to a person betwson the ages of 16 and 18, bub not to extend beyond
his 18th birbhday,

¢, Tomporary certifleutes of idontity for persons specified :Ln Article 4

shall be ilssued for a period of ono yoar, '

Apticls 7
vaawfy
a, It shall be to rotain & porson's personal identification

papers or temporary certificate of identity when employing him or for an

employer 4o retain an employso'!s doouments as a guarantes of the performance

of his dutles,
un hwtv/
b, It shall be pwehdbitad to malke oertified coples of the porsonal
identificatlon papers or temporary ocertificates of identity in their entivety
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or in part, This prohibition does not apply to coples é.eegmt for official use.

purpeses by organs of the administration of justice,

PART II, PROCEDURE IN MATIERS OF PERSONAL IDENIIFICATIONS

Article 8

Personal identification papers and temporary certificates of identity

shall be issued by the powiat (munleipsl) commends and offices of the :
Milleja Obywatelska [Citizens' 3i1itdg] (Biura Ewidencji Ludnosci i

Dowodow Osobistych, ﬁiegiater of Population and Fersonal Reeon@) depending

on the place of residence of the person concernsd. |

Article 9

To obtain personal identlfication papers or & temporary certificate

of identity, mentioned in Article 2, paragraphs "b" and 'c," the following
documents must be submitted:
a, & birth certificate or other document showing 3,3%;2 and plage of birth,
b. military document, showing status if appliz;unt is subject to military
servico,
o+ housing rogistration authority's certification of reasidence,
d. @ cortificate {rom employsr or school or any other document
glving ocoupation or source of income,

6., three photographa,

f. ocomploted quastionnaire.

Artic

a. Personal identification papers and temporury certificates of identity
shall contain the following data:

(1) pgiven name, surnamo, and glvon names of parents,

(2) day, month, yoar, and place of birth,

(3) ocoupation,

(4) universal military sorvice status,

(5) 4issuing authority of the identification pupors or temporary
certificate of identity,

(6) 1iet of dooumsnts submitted,

(7) porsons mentioned in Article 2, paragraphs "a! and "o,
- 3 -
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b, The Chairmen of the Council of Ministers will regulate by directive
the mode of spelling the glven name and the surname in personal ildentifica-

tion papers and temporary certificates of identity.

Article 11
a, The followlng data will also be recorded in the personal ldentification

pepere and temporary certificates of identity by the agencies specliled:

(1) The Citizens! Militia - date of change of address, change in data
proviously racorded and data on special registration regulations as provided
for in Article 25,

(2) State and cooperative enterprises and national soclal orginizations

- date of employment and release,
(3) Regiatrar of Vital Statistics - changes in status.
be In Loocalities where the gmina national councll reglstors addresses,

it shall record change of address on identification papors.

Article 12 .
It is prohibited to mako any other entriee in porsonal identification

pepors and temporary cortificatos of identity.

Artiole 13

a. Personal identification papers and temporary certilicates of
idontity must bo reissued: o

(1) wupon expiration,

(2) on tho official notice of tho proper authorities of a changs of
name, given name or surnamo, :

(3) when the existing porsonal identificution pupors or tepporary
cortificates of idontity have boen rendered useless through mubi:.la.tion.

b, fhen requesting new porscnal identdfication papers or temporary
certificates of identity the oxlstont ones must bo surrendered and the
necessary documents spacified in Arbfdla 9 submitted plus tho offieial
change of name as provided for in Paragraph "a," poini 2, if applloable.

Apblole 14
a, Personal identification papers and temporary cortificates of
identity shall be surrondered to the proper authorities!
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(1) by persons called into active military service = for the duration
of service, and
(2) by persens leaving the country = for the duration of the sojourn

&daj&d 0

b, The Minister of National Defense in agreesment with the Minister of

Public Seeurity will establish the procedure and designate the proper authorities

to handle the collectlon of documents from persons called into active military

gervice,

Article 15
Peorsonal identification papers and temporary certificates of identity

must be surrendered in the event of

2, loss of Polish citizenship, -emd:

b, death, In the event of death the obligation falls upon the family
and if there is no family, upon the person making the report.

Apticle 16

&, The loss of poraonal identification papors or temporary cortificate
of identity, must bo reported to the nearest ofiice or post of the Citizena!
Militia and to the losuing authorities within 24 hours,

b, The finder of porsonal identification papors or temporury certificate

of identity, shall surrender them immediately to the nearest office or post
of the Citizens!' lilitia,

Artiele 17
For bedwer control of the movement of population, the organizations

agpet
of Citizens' Militia may ;lem&ad-fbo—see identification papers or temporury

prdsnnds

sertifiocate of 1dentit;;,

Article 18
a, Tho Chairman of the Council of Ministers and the Minister of Public

Seourity will issue direotives oatablﬂ.ihing procedure and deaignating the
proper autherdties o handle pervsonal identification papers and tamporary
eertifioutes of identity and to set up the format for the doouments and
queationnaires,
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Dy ’I‘hq Minister of Public Security in agreement with the Minister of
Finance will determine by directives the fees to be charged for personal
ldentilflcation papers and temporary certificates of identity.

PART III,  PENAL REGULATIONS

Article 19
ihoever evades the obligation of obtaining personal identification papers

P
or certificate of identity shall he liable'\imprisomnent up to 2 years, a fine
of 10,000 zlotys, or both,

Article 20

Whoover uses personal identification papers or temporary certificate of

identity belonging to another shall be liable to imprisonment up to 3 years.

Article 21
iihcever transmits or transports personal identification papers or
tomporary cortificate of identity abroad shall be liable to imprisomment

up to 3 years.

Article 22

@, Thoover vielates provieions of Article 7, "a! of this decres shall
be liable to a fine not exseeding 3,000 zlotys.

b, dhoover violates any other regulations of this docree or rogulatichs
relating to the exscution thereof shell be liabls to a fins of 500 zlotys,

Article 23 e
Decisions concerning provisions of Article 22 shall be‘hacoording to

penal-administrative procedure,

PART IV,  TEMPORARY AND FINAL HEBGULATIONS

Arbiolo 21

a, Provisions of Part I and II do not apply to servicemon in agtive
military service,

be The identification papors issued by the military authority shall
ba the only dooument of identity regquired for a ssrviceman in astive military

servies,
- 6 -
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¢, Regulations concerning documents mentioned in Peragraph 'bY shall
be igsued by the Minister of Nationel Defense, and for the internal ammles,
by the Minister of Fubllc Securlity.

d, The Ministers of Nationel Defense and Public Security will lssue
instructions on the procedure to be followed in obtaining personal identifica-
tion papers or temporary identity certificates by military personnsl dlscharged
from adtive military servlice who were in service at the time thie decree became
effestive, They shall also determine the documents to be used by these persons

plolies

discharged from active military gervice vﬂrd' the receipt of identification

documents.

Article 2
The Council of Ministers may issue gpecial regulations pertalning to

personal identification papers and rogistrations in the border zones or in
other areas or localities in which restriction of residence or travel is
imperative for national defense, national security, or the protection of

&
vital econom‘l interests of the State.
A

Article 26
o, The Chairman of the Council of Ministers in agreement with the

Ministor of Public Security shall fix the duto on which amess the possession
of porsonal identification popers will bu obligatory in various arcas.

b, Until possession of personal identifications and temporary certificates
of identity becomos obligatory the only persons required to rogister & change

of address are theai’vmo have already received these documents.

Apticle 27
Article 18 and 19 of the 16 March 1928 directive of the Prosident of the

Kopublic concorning the rocords and sontrol ofIﬁbﬁamﬂnts@ﬂgg@ﬁ&igg\ (Dzienndls
Ustay, 1928, Number 32, Item 309, and 1932, humber 38, Item 390) ure horcby

anfulled,
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Artiole 28
The Chairman of the Uouncil of Minlsters and the Ministers of Public
Sscurity and Natlonal Defense and Justice are charged wlth the execution of

this decree,

Article 29
The decree shall become effective on the day ol lts publication,

B, Bierut, Prosident of the Republic

J+ Cyraniiewicz, Chalrman of the Council of Ministers
St. Radidewicz, Minister of Public security

Acting linister liaszkowski, Minlster of National Defonse
H. Swiatkowsicl, Minister of Justice

|
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SEJM CONFIRMS DECKEE ON PERSONAL IDENTIFICATION PAPERS -~ Warsaw, Trybuna
Ludu, 16 Dec 51

Av the seseion of the Polish Sejm on 15 December 1951 Deputy Dab
(PZPR = Polska Zjednoczona Partja Robotnicza, United Polish Workers Party)
presented the decree on personal identiflcation papers.

The speaker emphasized that the stabilization of population conditions
in Poland, perticularly the termination of thd repatriation movement and
the regulation of the questlen of Polish citizenshdp made it possible to
supply the population with uniform personal identification papers.

The Sejm confirmed the decree,
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